
March 2022 Meeting Minutes 
 
Attending: Nancy Atwood, Barbara Menne, Chuck Jensen, Sue Lepore, Mary Forman, Linda 
Cohan, Marti Lambert, Ginny Lohr, Jim Tuttle, Hezekiah Rust, Jason Berkowitz, Caranda Prater 
(new member from Puyallup). The ZOOM meeting screen was enhanced with closed captioning. 
 

Action Team Reports 

Fircrest Park Proposal, Mary Forman and Nancy Atwood 

“Fircrest is exploring the feasibility of acquiring up to 32 acres of wooded property west of 
Orchard Street for use as a park.  The intent is to fund the project via grants from land 
conservation organizations.”  On 2/22/22 the Fircrest city council voted 4-3 to authorize a 
contract with the nonprofit group Forterra for grant writing and sales negotiation services.  
Next vote is in April to accept the contract.  
Next steps: negotiate a sales contract with the property owner and acquire sufficient funds via 
grants (may take a year).  Apply for conservation grants and get accurate area maps made. 
Conduct community engagement on the potential property acquisition and its eventual use 
(trails, wetlands, maybe a small commercial strip to help pay costs)  
Once this takes place, a final decision on whether to purchase the property would be made by 
the Fircrest City Council. 
A related project which could be considered in the future: opening a culvert for salmon to run 
on Leach Creek.  The culvert blocks the creek between Fircrest and University Place. 
WHAT CCL CAN DO-- write the councilmembers no matter where you live to show that the 
broader community supports this idea.  Green space, urban canopy, etc. for the whole region 
needs to be preserved. And the potential future action for salmon restoration needs to be 
supported. (The site as is has vagrancy issues and concerns about developers.) Check out the 
Fircrest website for names and addresses to send your comments.  

Hunter T. George, ex-mayor and still on the council, may come speak to us at the April or May 
meeting. He endorsed HR 2307, as has the current mayor, Brett L. Wittner, thanks to our 
Fircrest CCL lobby group! 

Tabling, Linda Cohan 

The South Sound Sustainability Expo will be on April 16th, 10am -3pm, outdoors on the Prairie 
Line trail from Tollefson Plaza over to the campus.  It’s a fun and upbeat event with food, music, 
and things for kids.  All volunteers are welcome--you don’t need experience to help. We hope 
to add an En-ROADS booth with a presentation on a big screen (if we have power), along with 
the regular CCL Tacoma booth.  We will need as many volunteers as possible since there will be 
three shifts and probably two booths.  We will have a Zoom planning meeting on April 3rd at 
noon. Contact Linda Cohan. 
 

 

An upbeat CCL National Clip about climate action was shown—see it here! 

https://forterra.org/
https://www.cityoffircrest.net/
https://southsoundsustainabilityexpo.org/
https://en-roads.climateinteractive.org/scenario.html?v=22.3.0
mailto:lcohan1234@msn.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VDapDHq3XVg


WA Short Session Legislative update, Chuck Jensen 

Bills that passed: 

HB5994 Move Ahead Washington $16.5 billion over 16 years transformational includes high 
speed rail, carbon reduction strategies, road and bridge improvements, public transit, hybrid 
electrical ferries, EV charging stations, no sales of combustion engine cars after 2030, culverts 
opened for salmon.  And all without using a gas tax increase for funding! (Climate Commitment 
Act $ will pay for part) 

HB1663 reduce methane in landfills 

HB1814 community solar projects (some are already going on here in Tacoma) 

HB1988 tax deferrals for investments in clean energy products, alternative fuel production, and 
energy storage  

SB5722 reducing greenhouse gas emissions in buildings, especially those over 20K ft.  

SB5910 accelerating the availability and use of renewable hydrogen. “This would establish WA 
state as one of 4 research centers in the nation!” Creates a state Office of Renewable Fuels. 

SB5619 kelp and eelgrass restoration in marine habitat  

HB1280 greenhouse gas reductions in public facilities 

HB1644 electric school buses 

Bills that did not pass: 

HB1099 an addition to the GMA to incorporate climate resiliency.  

HB1838 Lorraine Loomis Act.  It failed but $200 million was still added to the supplementary 
budget for salmon restoration.  

SB5697 RENEW ACT regarding recycling and waste 

SB5732 green roofs of large buildings 

SB5492 recycling of wind turbine blades 

SB5547 zero emission landscaping bill. Rebates for trading in gas-powered lawn equipment for 
electric. 

HB1896 an environmental management bill for EV batteries 

Go here to read about bills.  Audubon, Sierra Club, and the Environmental Priorities Coalition 
are also good sources for state legislative analysis and lobbying information. 

 

Breakout Rooms 

Room A topic--Ideas for additional policy foci for CCL beyond carbon fee and dividend. We 
should prepare our thoughts in order to respond to a national survey in the future.  We should 
keep in mind that a viable new focus should: 

https://housedemocrats.wa.gov/fey/2022/02/08/introducing-move-ahead-wa-a-transportation-package-for-a-new-day-in-washington/
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/
https://wcvoters.org/campaigns-coalitions/environmental-priorities-coalition/


1) Be a national campaign, able to engage all chapters 
2) Effectively address the climate crisis—make a real difference 
3) Involve lobbying our elected officials for legislation 
4) Could include work on regulations, new bills or policies or?? 

The group came up with these potential new foci for CLL: methane reduction, electrifying 
buildings, decarbonizing transportation, green hydrogen. 
 

Room B topic--How are you currently coping?  How can we stay positive and active? The deluge 
of bad news now with the war has made many of us feel overwhelmed with negativity.  
Sometimes one needs to limit the amount of news intake.  Climate grief is difficult to shake.  A 
recent NYT article, “OK, doomer” is young, fun and inspiring and has good advice, such as to 
“spend 20% of the time thinking about the problem and 80% thinking about solutions.”  Also 
gave us a few clever new terms like “hopeium” and “doomerism!” 

Some shared encouragement: Remember, “community and action are the antidotes to 
despair.” (Robin Wall Kimmerer) Face to face, positive local activism like the Fircrest park 
initiative and tabling at the Sustainability Expo will help.   

 

We closed with another of CCL Tacoma member John Doherty’s “Climate Minutes” 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/03/22/climate/climate-change-ok-doomer.html
https://voiceofvashon.org/climate-minute/

